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Think Check Submit 



What audience do you want to target? 

 

Clinicians Researcher 

Applied 

Sciences 

Basic 

Sciences 



2. Time to publication. 

3. Percentage of manuscripts that are accepted. 

4. Journal ranking. 

5. Scientific Rigor 

6. Peer Review Process 

7. Editorial Board Members 

8. Indexing. 



Open Access OR NOT? 

Open 

Access 

Broader Access 

+ More Citations 

Pay to Publish 

Questionable 

Subscription 

Restricted 

Access & 

Reading & Citing 

Pay to Read 

Well-Known 



 Reputable OR Questionable? 

 How do you tell the difference? 

 How to avoid the BITE from Predatory 
Publishers? 

The Dilemma of Open-Access Journals 



 A growing and thriving black-market economy of 
open access journals that take advantage of authors 
and the academic pressure to publish.  

 Publish whatever the author submits in return for the 
payment of an APC. 

 A threat to the authors and their reputation. 

 Also compromises the integrity of the scientific and 
medical literature. 



How big is the problem? 
 

 Number of scientific journals = ~28,000 

 Estimated number of predatory journals = 8000 

 Estimated number of predatory medical journals = 
1200-1500 



 Disguised as an open access publisher, and is funded by 
publication fees (i.e., article processing charges) 

 Primary goal is to make money (through fees) 

 Little or no editing, NO PEER REVIEW. 

 False claims or promises (e.g., claims of high impact factors or 
indexing) 

 Fails to follow accepted standards or best practices of 
scholarly publishing 



The researcher receives an obsequious-sounding email asking them to 
submit an article, with unusual promises such as a quick time to 
publication. 

Warning Signs!!!!! 



 Publication fees (APC), often not clearly 
described on the journal’s website, 

 Only charge fees when the article is accepted. 





 Disclosure of conflicts of interest is not requested 

 The journal’s peer-review process is not prominently 
displayed on the journal’s website. 

 The submission system is not an established system (e.g., 
Editorial Manager) and seems overly simple 



 The journal is not indexed in PubMed/Medline 

 The language used on the journal’s website is 
awkward, with misspellings, misuse of verbal and noun 
constructions, etc. 

 The journal is very new 

 The publisher claims to publish an entire stable of 
journals in many different fields 



 No one on the journal editorial board is an expert or a 
prominent researcher in the field 

 The editorial office’s address is not prominently 
provided or does not appear to be legitimate. 

 Sample articles do not appear to be of high quality. 









The old method:  

 

- Jeffrey Beall’s List: https://beallslist.net/ 

- Directory of Open Access Journals: DOAJ 
https://doaj.org/  

- Google Scholar: False positive results 

https://beallslist.net/
https://beallslist.net/
https://doaj.org/
https://doaj.org/


The trusted method: 

 SCImago Journal Ranking: Elsevier/Scopus:  

 





 Pubmed PMC: for biomedical journals 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/  

 



 Web of Science/ Clarivate Analytics/ 
Thompson Reuters: 
https://mjl.clarivate.com/search-results  
 

https://mjl.clarivate.com/search-results
https://mjl.clarivate.com/search-results
https://mjl.clarivate.com/search-results


 



Technical 

Plagiarism 

Language 

References 

Elements 



 It does not fall within the Aims and Scope. 

 It's incomplete. 

 The procedures and/or analysis of the data is seen to 
be defective. 

 The conclusions cannot be justified on the basis of the 
rest of the paper. 

 It's incomprehensible. 



Submission 
Process 



First Prepare Your Files: 
 1- Separate Files 

 2- Word NOT PDF!!! 

 3- Title Page or File 

 4- Manuscript 

 5-Cover Letter 

 5-APC Waiver Request 

 6- Figures and Tables (Separated) 

 7- Guidelines (Not mandatory) 

 8- Disclosure of Conflict of Interest 



















 













Avoid 

Invitations 

Check your 

journal 

Read the 

guidelines 




